" Tothe PARLIAMENT ff ENGLAND. © 
The CASE of ſeveral Thouſand Poor Workmen that Live by Making C A NF- 


CHAIRS, &c. againſt-the Rich, Angry, UPHOLSTERS, who.Pro- 
ſecute a Bill to deſtroy that Trade. | . | 


S=p 4 HE Trade of Cane-Chairs, 8c. began about the time of: the great Fire of London, 1665. And is 
now ſo improved, that the'Maſters, Apprentices, Journey-men, and Untcr-work-wis, belons- 
ing to it, are above Three Thouſand Perſons, and they have learnt no other way of Livelihood. 
Some are only Imployed in'Sawing, others in making, others in Turning, —_ in-Carving, 
others in _— the Chairs, &c. And many Hundred Poor Men, Women, and Children, kept from 
ſtarving, by ſplitting and fitting the Canes for uſe. | 
The Upbolſters for many Years took all their Work off. their Hands, and fold it to great Advantage, 
and vaſtly improved their own Trade by it, in making Seats, and Cuthions, of Woolen, Silk, and Cal- 
licoe. Bur at laſt the Cane-Chair-Men preſuming to keep Publick Shops, and there Sell their own Work ; 
the Upbolſters grew Angry, and Envious, and abour Seyen Years ago Attempted, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to Suppreſs the I rade of Cane-Chairs, 8&c. And upon a Diviſion of. the Houſe were RejeQed by a 


: great Majority. oY 

And now Mr. Wat, Mr. Trowd, Mr. W-—d, Mr. Hib--, Mr. Reda-—, Mr. Malk-- , and Mr. Patr-—, 
-being Rich Upholſters in London, do Profecute a Bill to Supprefs the whole Trade of Cane-Chair-Making, 
which Bill was Referred to an honourable Committee. 


The Upholſters Obje&ions, 


'Obje&. 1ſt. Their main Objef&ion is, 7t Prejudices the Woollen-ManufaCture. | 
Anſwer 1ſt, - This is Ridiculous from am Upholſter, who Ruins the Woellen-Manufacture a Hundred times more. 
* The Wool. in the FOE ehEy have mus be the T rade of Rugs, of their Quilts, 2. And uſed Ten times moreSilk, Calli- 
Back and Seat of a <© and Cotten, in their Trade, then they do Woollen. Which, we hope, the Parliament will Conſider. 
common fixed Tur- __ 2+ :T here are not above S1Y. Thonſand Dozen of Cane-Chairs, 8. made in a Year; :whereof abour 
Loaek Chow },.. Iwo Thouſand Dozen are Exported into Hot Countries, and other Goods Imported for them. Two 
ing ſeparated from Thoufand Dozen more are bought by Cuftomers, who uſe Cuſhions, &c. with them. And for the re- 
the - Packthred.  maining 'T'wo Thouſand Dozen, if every one of them had Backs and Seats of Turkywork, it would nor 
weighed 13 Ounc- take up a Pound of * Wooll to.a Chair. And if of Kidderminſter-Stuff, then not half a Pound ot Wooll; 
es and a half, and which, Demonſtration is ready to begiven, by weighing the ſame. 
the Packthred 13 1. Which would not vend, one with another, 18000 pound _— of Wool; which, at-Eight Pence a 
Ounres. Pound, is but Gool. per Annum: In lieu of which, the Cuſtom of the 2000 Dozen of Cane-Chairs, expor- 
Which proves the red ar Six Pound the Dozen, comes to 600!, a Yearto-the Crown. _ 
Aſſertion of Mr. , 2 If this Trade be quite _- down, the Poorer ſort imployed therein, which by Computation may be 
Trowr. the Lp- about 2000, muſt become Common Labourers under them, who by falſe Informations have procured 
holſter, before ; their Ruin, the other Thouſand being in a Capacity, will be forced, (with their Baniſhed Trade.) to ſeek 
Commis Thar their Bread in a ſtrange Land ; and all the Cauſe thereof is, that (amongſt-all the Gentlemen and Farmers 
there was Five England, ) there may be 600 1. Worth of Wooll C more ſold to be wrought TP up into Chairs. 
Pound of Woot England, will ( belides the loſs of ſo uſeful a Trade, ) looſe by:the Abſence of this Thouſand Perſons, 
ina Turkework- 4- The Cloathing of this Thouſand Perſons with our own Woollen Cloths, ar Four Pound a Man, 
Chair, td be falſe, 3Nounts to Four Thouſand Pound per Annum | 
Y 2. The Dieting of thoſe Thouſand Perſons, at. FourShillings per Week, amounts to Ten Thouſand 


A hich will nt pd per Anzuzs 


= WT fn z: 'hoſe Perſons Stocks, at but T'wenty Pound a Man will. amount to Twenty Thouſand Pound. 
SN = _ _ Objefions is, The Town of Bradford, in Yorkſhire, who: Lived by Making S:t-work Backs. 
Por. and Seats, 2s undone. | &s 
Anſw. Their Trade Forty Years ago was mot very :great-, bur the Fire of London deſtroying all 
Houſe-hold-Goods, their Trade, as well as other Trades, relating to ſuch"Goods, increaſed extreamly 
for a time, and then the Nation being ſupplied, all choke Trades decreaſed, And altho' the Trade of 
Cane-Chairs has.continued eyer f{ance, by the _—_ Years Incouragement of the Upholſters, yer Bradford ne- 
ver complained. But now, after 'T'wenty Years lilence, they/are raiſed up, by the Sollicitations of the Up- 
bolſters, to make a Clamour, tho' the Town has near as much T rade as they had before the Fire of Londox. 
3d Obje&. The Town of Kidderminſter i# Worceſter-ſhire Complains. 
Anſw. Their Trade never was higher, eſpecially ſince they Printed their Stuffs. And they have lately 
had the Kindneſs of the Parliament in an Act , To Regulate and Advance their Trade. And altho' Mr. 
= Wat-—n Vpholſter, ſaid before the Committee , That his Maſter uſed Twenty Two Years ago to make Two or 
Three Dozen of Kidderminſter Chairs per Week, which continued for Seven Years. His Maſters Accounts 
having been ſtrictly examined, we find, Thar his Maſter did not make Six Chairs per Week during all 
that Seven Years ; by which it will reaſonably be concluded, that much of their Aﬀertions are of the 
like Circumſtance. | | 
All the Foreign Goods in a Cane-Chair, ( French-Wallnur-Tree being prohibited, ) is the Cane, the 
Value where of in their prime Coſt in Idia, is but Three Half-Pence a Chair,, Cane-Chairs being 
made worth, of all Prices from Five Shillings, ro Thirty Shillings, a Chair, the reſt accrues to their Ma- 
'-%  jeſtiesSubjefts for Skill and Workmanſhip. 
' Objeffion 5. The Workmen in this Trade will have Work enough, viz. to make Frames for Chairs Covered with Set-work, &c. 
= Anſwer. One Hundred and Fifry Men are enough ro make all that plain calte Work, and Thirty Men more 
to do:the Turning Work. And what ſhall become of all the reſt, of the Number, of above Two Thou- 
ſand Perſons, who have nothing elſe to depend upon for a Livelyhood but their ſeveral Trades, where- 
unto they have-been brought up. And no Parliament eyer yer made a Law to deſtroy a whole T rade, . 
- eſpecially ſuch a Trade as-this, which oglo sſo many Thouſand Perſons, and pays above Thirty 
Thouſand Pounds a Year for the Work 0 Mens Hands. The Paſſing of this Bill will be a Prelident ro 
* other Trades, to ſet them a ſtriving to pull dowh cach other, whereby no Man can with fafery put our 
. | his Son to Prentice to a Handy Crait Trade, 4 The Upholſter will by chat A& have the Making up, and 
Selling, of all Silk, Woollen, and Leather Chairs, and will be ſure to take the Advantage theteof, and 


make the Nation pay a Shilling, if not more; ſo that A& in cffect, proves rather a Tax granted to the 

VU;bo!ſters upon their. Majeſties SubjeQs, than an Advance upon Wooll + for it is but reaſonable to believe, 

that thre Upholiiers would never ſpend their time fo diligently to ſollicit rhe whole Parliament, and our of- - 

their own Pockers bear all the Charge and Hazard to get this A to paſs, if. they did not hope to be well 
"repaid tor their Pains. : Ho | 


It is therefore Humbly” Prayed that this Honourable Honfe will be pleaſed to throw 0:t the ſaid 
Bill, whachr1ends to the immediate Ruin of fo many Thouſands, who Leve by th:#r Hard Labour in 
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for every Penny Advance upon \Wooll, by means of that 'A&, it may be ealily granted, they will ' 


